GOOD KING WENCESLAS - in Canon in 2 or more parts
a fun unaccompanied arrangement for audience - suitable for a carol concert
arr. by John Bertalot (1967)

The conductor should address the audience, telling them that
1. The KING should be sung by lower voices, and the PAGE by upper voices, and EVERYONE should sing when telling the story.
2. That they should STAND when they sing, and SIT when not singing (this will add an air of happy confusion once they begin!)
3. That it will be sung IN CANON - i.e. that one side will begin and the other side come in after exactly one bar.
The words may be printed on the programme, but omit the instructions 'stand’ and 'sit'

(The conductor asks the audience to stand, and then conducts the performance.)
If there is a choir present, some of them might like to sing the optional accompanying ostinato canon, continuously, to add more happy confusion!
But, to get the singing off to a good start, ask the choir to begin 'Good King Wenceslas', followed by the left hand side of the audience and then the
right hand side. (i.e. a Canon in 3 parts). It's important that verse 2 (and succeeing verses) follow after only 2 beats' rest - as marked.
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Optional ostinato canon (at half bar and/or whole bar) to be sung by a few choir voices during the audience's singing of the carol.
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