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THE PRINCETON SINGERS

in the Chapel of King's College, Cambridge,
immediately before their concert, 28" August, 1996
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Front, L-R: Stephen Cleobury lI.]‘iStiﬂ%ﬂSilE[l Host), Scott Dettra [{}rgmjal].
John B (Founder-Conductor), and eurge Guest [Distiuguiﬁhetl Guest)

The mmternational music magazine CHOIR & ORGAN reviewed our concert in
their November "96 issue, giving us over a page, plus photograph. Quotes: ‘An
elegant recital...a seamless and assured performance...faultless. [The Princeton
Singers] are undoubtedly a fine example q}l American choral singing at its strong-
est. Thank you, C & O.

'Everyone reads vour Newsletter,’
said Simon Preston to me over a
large Gin & Tonic in NYC in April. ‘I
want my photo on the FRONT PAGE
again! Okay, here it [s—twice!

EPTEMBER 1995

The BBC called me to ask which choirs in
Boston they should invite to sing on BBC
Radio 3 (the British equivalent of NPR).I told
them!




Drove to a Supa Store near Philadelphia to
Inquire about a new computah, acting on the
advice of frlends whom | had consulted In Ha-
wall, Australla, Denver and Princeton who all
sald that | should get a Power Mac 8500. The
Supa Store dldn't have any In stock but gave me
details. It'll cost a nortul lotl

Three days later | led a workshop for choir-
masters in Pennsylvania, which went well,
Driving home | declded that now was the time to
Take Actlon, so | stopped by the Supa Store and
ordered my Power Mac: they told me they'd have
It for me in two weeks. | pald up and tried to
lock cheerful.

The next day | had a letter from John-Michael
Caprio, director of music of St. Patrick’'s RC
Cathedral, NYC, who told me that m{’ arrange-
ment of Amazing Grace (pub: Augsburg For-
tress!) had been sung at the opening service to
mark the 50 a.nnlw:raa.l? of the founding of the
United Nations! Gollyl 'm aiwa[vs happy to do
my bit for international relations

en Willy wrote to me with plans for his visit
to the US In December. Ken is director of cholrs
at The Hutchins School, Hobart, Tasmanla,
where | had spent a terrific 5 weeks the previ-
ous year, He hoped to bring two of his best boys
with” him to aln% with us at Trinity, and also to
sl%wﬂh Saint Thomas' choir, NYC.
e following week | finished composing a
setting of Salve Regina for SATB choir and or-
an, written at the request of good friend, Gerald
ear, who had said that he would write an an-
them for me If 1 wrote one for him. [ got the best
of the bar for he wrole two anthems for me,
dedlcated to the Princeton Singers—a setting of
Ave Verum Corpus. and also a Mag & Nune,
which my Princeton Singers would perform
'Iﬂur:ling their up-coming supasupa tour of Eng-
And.

CTOBER

American TV, for nine straljght months, had
been showing O.J, Hlmlrluna double murder
trial live. Every news bulletin had detalls of the
latest development. We were saturated with It.
Today the jury, after only three hours' dellbera-
tion, returned a verdlet of Not Cullty on both
counts. | watched It, daily, and confess to being
mightlly relleved that It was all over. The reac-
tlon In the US was extraordinarily vehement,
from unbounded joy, with singing in the streets,
to blackest depression. Where standest thou,
gentle reader?

The BBC called —ithis tlme about my
Princeton Singers’ and Trinity’s cholr of men,
senlor boys and girls’ up-com an broadcasts on
BBC Radlos 3 & 4 next month. For some reason
they wanted detalls of what we would sing!

y headboy at Trinltg. Princeton, John Grif
fith, who knows about these things, told me that
the Power Mac 8500 Is the best computah to
get. | was pleased—and awaited delivery of mine
with greater antlclpation.

Up at 5.30am (a fatrl{ regular habit, alasl) to
Elt on to my old computah a setting of The New

fy which I had been commissioned to compose
for the land State Bo oir. When I'd fin-
ished | looked at my watch—It was 2.30pm.
Deesn't time fly when you're hmrlnﬁ fun?

Mon. 9. Collected Vaughan from
Newark Alrport. Vaughan had been a cholirboy

of mine way back In the days when | was arﬁan-
ist of St. Matthew’'s Church, Northampton (where
Alec Wyton had been my predecessor, and Mi-
chael Nicholas and Stephen Cleobury my suc-
cessorsl) Vaughan directs a supa girls’ school
choir In BucKinghamshire which has won the
BBC’s Best Cholr of the Year competition several
times. (How &(md it s when former puplls do well
in the Bl ide Worldl] We'd Invited him over
here to direct our Girls’ Three Choirs’ Festival
(along with the choirs of St. Pete’s, Morristown,
NJ, and Ch, Ch, Grenich, Kernettikut. He was a
wild successl!
Four days later | sent my final printed verslon
of A New Clty for SATB and mﬂr organ
Lol

[courtesy of Finale 3.2.1.) to v
director of the Maryland State Boychoir. He told
me that they would sing it In ﬁuma%olls (HQ of
the American Navy) on New Year's Evel | also
sent to Hal Leo . & publisher who had asked
me to write for them, an arrangement of César

's Panis Angelicus, Sat back to see If they
would publigh it.

Mori.. 16", Frank Cimino called to say that
anthem had 'far exceeded' his highest hopes an
that he was thrilled—so was Il

When I moved to the US from England, wa
back in 1983, I'd brought all my furniture wit
me, courtesy of Pickford's, In a 40t contalner,
which fitted very nicely Into my American home,
(the furniture, not the container!) However, my
settee and easy chairs had been getting Increas-
ingly arthritlc and the time had come to Take
Action. After consulting Ann McGoldrick, concert
manager of the Princeton Singers who knows
What's What, | ordered a supa settee, which
doubles as a double bed, plus easy chair and
footrest. They arrived today and The Men huffed
and puffed as they moved them up the steps
through my front door and down steps Into my
sitting rocom. They onl tlliilsl made it, 'cos they're
Elg! he furniture an e menl] 1 wallo in

uxury

That evening, at our weekly choir dinner, held
between the ' practice and the full practice,
one of the parents, who was serving food to us,
asked a boy, who had refused a helplng of
chicken. 'Are you a vegetarian?' ‘Yes—ever since
I bit my Moml

Phoned the Supa Store; my Power Mac hasn't
come In vetl Try Monday.

Monday, It still hasn’t come, Try again,

Thurs. 26", The Princeton Singers' new CD of
Christmas music (which we'd recorded durin
six months earlier this yearl] arrived. Glorious
Also, Natlonal Public dlo issued their own
Christmas CD made up of the best atnﬁln they
broadcast during last Christmas. Inclu were
items by » The Robert Shaw Chamber
Sin , His Majestie's Clerkes, The [
» and The Princeton Singers. That de-
serves a Christmas WOW!

Sat 28", Called the Supa Store five times ref
my non materializing Power Mac. They promised
to call me, They didn't.

The next day the Princeton Singers gave thelr
first concert of the new season, with® 13 new
singers (out of a total of 321) We were given two
standing ovations| This au well for what la
In store for us this season, which would culmi-
nate In 4 concerts for the ACO's Centennial
Conference In NYC and a fabulous concert tour
of England. 2




That morning Bob Berglund, a supa tenor in
two Trinity cholrs and also my Princeton Sing-
ers, told me that he could get a Power Mac for
me. So [ sald, 'Get one!’

The next day [ cancelled my Power Mac order
with the Philly Supa Store, and Bob's computah
friend said he would dellver my Power Mac later
this week. It pays to know the Right People!

Tues. 31*. Quebec voted to remain within

Canada (50.4% to 49.6%) Vive la Relnel

NCI‘VEHBEH

Th. 2™. Read, in my Blble this morning,
'Eueqf) good rg‘]"llﬂ comes from God.” My glorious
new Power Mac 8500 was delivered and in-
stalled in my home. Hallelujah!

Sat 11" Spent the whole da beglnnit&g to
orchestrate my arrangements of Once in Royal
David's City and O come for part of a concert
the Princeton Singers were to give Iin December,
accompanied by Tull orchestra. It was terrific
fun to discover that my wonderful Power Mac
8500, coupled with supa Finale 3.2.1. music
[;)rugra.m. could print out individual Instrumen-
al parts from the full score and Insert *10-bars-
rest’ signs automatically. Wowl

Mon. 13™. The BBC (‘Beeb’) arrived in the
shape of Philip Billson, producer, am Har-
wood, sound, and Mark Warburton, PA. [t was
good to meet Graham again: he had been on the
staff of BBC Radio Blackburn when I was there,
13 years earller and we immediately lapsed into
Lancastrian (a l‘urei%: lan el)

The next day the Princeton Singers recorded a
full Choral ..\renann% in Trin Cathedral,
Trenton, for rela_',d:}:’g hroughout Great Britain
Immedlately after Easter. Trinity's own John
Baker, was the recording englneer assisted b
Graham. Regular readers of this missive will
remember that John regularly records the Prin-
ceton Singers and toured with us in England the

revious _near. Our excellent organist was Tim
ﬁmdl. who sings a fine tenor with the Singers
antiiuls also organist of Trinlty Cathedral. It went
we

The next day Philip Blllson was kind enough
to say that he would llke to broadcast some of
my music on the BBC's daily 'Dally Service',
‘cos he llked my setting of Lord of the Dance
Eaub. Hinshaw under the title Jesus Christ (s

ord) and also mﬁ setting of the Responses for
double choir which we had sun% the day before,
(Memo: I must get round to sending Philip what
he asked forl)

Finale 3.5 arrived, to update my music-
wntmg‘g am. It s very supa.

Frl. 17" The Beeb (Philip, Graham and Mark)
hosted the Trinity and Princeton Singers musi-
clans to a splendid dinner at the us% Snu%-
er—a great Princeton Dining venfe.
he'd llke me to direct the music of some of
his broadcasts when [ return to live In England
in 1998. Nice!l

The next day the Beeb, with John Baker, re-
corded a Eﬁ)ecial service for Thanksgiving In
Princeton University Chapel, with my Trinity
Choir of Men, Senior Boys and Girls, with Scott
Dettra, our most talented assistant organist, at
the Mighty Mander. We invited a select congre-

atlon from Trinity to Join In the hymns. which

hl:}r did with gusto, after I'd whipped them into
shape.

Our Rector, Leslle Smith, preached a rivetin
sermon on the history of T‘Iankagwing_m_fﬂg
US, and several of my arrangements, needless
to say, were sm:ﬁ. including, an emotional ver-
sion of O Beautlful Ifar spaclous skiles (the
American equivalent of Land of Hope and Glory)
for choir, congregation, organ and bells. There
wasn't a dry eye, and Phillp was kind enough to
sa;: that he was very pleased. 5o were wel

he next day Scott Dettra Joined with his
distinguished Tfather, Lee Det (organist of
West Point—the American equivalent of Sand-
hurst) in a Battle of Organs in Trinity Church,
with our 4 manual Casavant in the west gallery,
and a hired Allen Computer organ in the central
space. The ublquitous John rig%ed up a
large TV screen behind the Allen console so that
the audience could see the cizlaycr in the West
gallery. It was a rlotous and brilllant success,
and $11.000, (£7,000) were raised for charirg.

The next day | went to the offlce as usual, but
the office manager, Nancy Metcalf, took one
look at me (after our somewhat hectic week)
and suggested that I went back home to bed. 1
did as I'was told!

The next day John Baker (again!) told me that
National Public Radio in the were s0 pleased
with our BBC remrdm% of the Thanksgiving
service that they would broadcast it natlonwide
tomorrowl (It would be broadcast throughout
Great Britain the following day!)

Mon 27". Read in my Biblé notes (Wm. Bar-
clay's commen on James) that ‘Life Is strewn
with orange peel™—it's very easy to slip upl

Fri. 1™ Took part in a great concert with the
Princeton Singers and with the professional or-
chestra that -Michael Caprio (see Sept)
had founded. The Singers sarég two groups. In-
cluding my orchestrations of Once In Royal and
O come, all ye faithful (both of which will be
published by Flammer next year). So many folk
wanted to heéar us that we had to give a second
performance of the whole concert the next day to
an equally full housel

Two days later | be to try to catch up on a
backlog of correspondence which had grown
alarmingly during recent weeks. One was to
Patrick Rawlinson, a former Northampton organ
pupl of mine, who had Invited the Singers to
give a concert In St. Matthew's Church, North-
ampton in AuFuat when we would be over there.
I was about fo say ‘No' because our tour was
already fully booked, when I suddenly realized
that we did have one sPa.re day which could
work ve?,r well for both of us. And so Instead of
writing to him [ called him. He sald that he'd
actually called me at home an hour before, won-
dering If we co{lld come—whatta coincidencel—
and so joy was unconfined!

Sat 9". The Singers gave their annual Christ-
mas concert in Lawrenceville School Chapel—
another standing ovation.

The next week the Princeton Singers were
featured on local TV In a program they'd shot
the previous year. Part of a rehearsal was in-
cluded and I made a constructive remark to the
singers: ‘Tenors, It sounds as though you're

icking daises!’ I'm not sure, now, what | meant,
ut they seemed to understand! 3




John Baker (again, agkajnl called to say that
NPR were so pleased with the recordings he'd
made of the Singers' recent concerts that they
would broadcast extracts from one, natlonwide,
the next day, and the whole of another concert,
twice, on Christmas Day! Several days later NPR
sald they would broadcast even more extracts
on three further d:;sl

Christmas Eve: Made my annual pllgrimage to
the home of John Sully & Kathy Rohrer and
their singing daughter, Clare. to listen to the
King's Carol Service, live. This has become. for
e, a very preclous tradition, for the Sullys are
among my closest friends here—lJlohn and Clare
sing In my church choir, and Kathy and John
were founder members of my Princeton Sm%u;:rs.
The service was, as ever, superb. and the best
reader of lessons was, as ever, Stephen
Cleobury. We turned off the radio when It was
over, which was a pity, for, we learned later that
no less than flve extracts from the Princeton
Singers Christmas CD were lﬂm nationwide
Immediately afterwards on Gladwell's
weekly program, With heart and vaicel Three of
the arrangements, I hesitate to add. were by me!

Fa la lal
Chirlstmas Eve services in Trinity were, as
ever, packed to the doors. Over 30 alumnl of

irls" choir returned from
12 US to sing with us—it

was gloriousl

1\\%15?“1” cousin Dick Charge, In Rel-
gate, Enghand. called me to say that he would he
Eular}% to hospital the following week for a mlpie

e L;-ypaaa. Rallled prayer supfvort from a lew
close friends. As | was gsumg 0 England two
weeks later to set up the Singers' Tour, | told
him to be sure to be well by the time | arrived.

It was a great joy to welcome, for a week's
visit, Hem Willy, director of choirs at The
Hutchins School, Hobart, Tasmania, (see Sept).
He had been a splendiferous host to me 18
months earller, and 1 was thrilled that he had
brought with him two of his most excellent cho-
risters, Jonathon De Hoog and Nicholas
Bester who had Impreased me so very much
when | worked with Ken's choirs. The lads were

ven h-:g.lplta]lt:«,r by the Family—sons

ate & 'Sf sing In my boys' cholr. Ken stayed
with me. The weather was frightful—snow every
day—so much so that all our plans to entertain
our visitors fell through and Ken ended up by
digging me out of my house and cleaning m
gara%c. That Is no way to entertain a guest, but
surely appreciated what he did for mel

On New Year's Eve, when we were snowed up,
Ken asked If he could make a call to Australia,
'Yes, use the phone In the kitchen!' Twenty
minutes later he returned to my sitting room
with a pecullar look on his face. "What's hap-
pened?’ | asked. ‘I've just got engaged!' he re-
plied. We broke out the alcohall

ANUARY 1096

Tues. 2™ The day of cousin Dick's heart op-
eration. Read In” my morning Blble stud
[James):- ‘Belleving prayer will restore to heal
the alling person and the Lord will enable him
to rise from his bed!’ Called Sheila later In the
day—the 5-hour operatlon was a success]|
Dick's spirit before the operation had been the 4

our men, boys and
universities all over

most positive the doctors had ever seen. Hal-
lelujah!

Sat 6". Took down over 200 Christmas cards,
from wonderful friends all over the world,
which | had Flnned to my genulne imitation
oake beams (the cards., not my friends.) So

many of you had enclosed fascinatingly newsy
letters. A few extracts deserve a wider audience:

‘I shall go to Vienna and Prague and
shall be a;i-:en ng a lot of time in the ceme-
teries  visitin e tombs of Beethoven,
Schubert, Brahims and my other fricnds’|
_ ‘Nothing has been done to our Parish
Church since the reign of Queen Elizabeth 1",
except for the installation of electricity’]

‘I've Just been elected Warden of New
College, Oxford. We shall live in a collection
of architectural second thoughts dating from
1379 to 19581

‘Having proposed to my wife | linmedi-
ately flew off to India for a 26-day hollday.'!

‘Next year I'm conducting the Bologna

Opera, Bavarlan State Opera and Houston
Symphony Orchestra.’ (Former pupill)

‘The highlight of my parfliament year
was the 50" annivers celebration for the

end of World War 11, held in Westminster Hall,
where | met The Queen, Prince Philip, Prince
Charles and Princess Margaret'l

'My man g director Is having an af-
falr with his secret

1
‘The maklngagmlr CD was ltke
birth to an elephant’l

Mon 8™ | was due to fly to England, but. be-
cause of record-breaking snow, all flights had
been cancelledl All cars were banned from
roads in New dJersey, Pennsylvania and New
York. Life ground to a haltl

Owen , another splendid tenor in
Trinity choir, called. He Is travel agent for a firm
of attorneys in NYC and he'd arranﬂﬁﬁd that 1 fly
business class, instead of my usual steerage, to

n Wednesday! Hooray for snow! Tenor
Bo » who owns a chauffeur business,
collected me and drove me to Newark rt in
his Lincoln Town car—very swish—which pre-
pared me for the VIP seat | was to ucmggy in_the
pllane to England. [ llke knowing the Kight Peo-
e LY

plel
Thurs. 1 1™ | arrived at Dick & Sheila's house

giving




in Reigate at the very moment Sheila was leavin !/
to collect Dick from hospital In Harley Stree

Two hours later in they walked, with Dick
looking almost new! Sheila later helped me stick
500 stamps on to envelopes containing my
Newsletters sent to friends in England. [ llKe my|
cousinsl! = :

Sat 13", To London for a night with cousins
Joan & Llewellyn Willams, wio live In an ex-
quisite flat In Sloane Street. They are superb
hosts and, after 3 whiskies and a delicious din- |
ner, | saw through rose-coloured
spectacles,

Sun 14" To Camhrldgie by train to !;pend a
few nights at my old College, Corpus (founded
1352), to discuss the arrangements that were
being made for the concert to be given by my
Princeton Slnﬁera in King's Chapel in Augusi.
Tony Byrne. the college's Development Officer,
was my expansive host, who broke out alcohol
at the slightest provocation. and | enjoyed dis-
cussing every detall of the concert with him as
well as meeting my current successors as Qliﬁzil_l
scholar, Nicholas and Stephen -

ves. They took me Into the college chapel
and Sterhen played the orpan for me, brll-
liantlv—he is a pupll of Ian cey, organist of
Liverpool Cathedral. _

| took tea with the new Master of sz.
Professor Sir Tony Wrigley, and Lady

r r [

the world

Wrigley and presented the Master with coples
of my two books on choirtraining (pub.
Augsburg Fortress) which he was pgraclous

enough to receive for Inclusion in the college

library.

After yet more drinks with Tony Byrne [ en-
{ayed a superb dinner at High Table In the col-
ege dining hall, sitting opposite Geoffrey
Styler, who was Precentor of the college chapél
when | was a student there 40 years earller, and
who hasn't changed a halr! Conversation, like
the wine, flowed delightfully for at least three
hours until bedtime!

I was given the main guest room In the Mas-
ter's Lodge, called The Duke's Room, because
that's where the Duke of Edinb stays when
he visits Cambrldgﬁ. [He's Chancellor of the
Universityl) I llke knowing the Right People!
Whoops, I've sATd that before—twice!)

Mon. 15" Spent a happy hour with Stephen
Clenlmrg_] discussing lnglis les for the Singers'
concert In King's Chapel in August. He was, as

ever, a most gracious and wel-
coming host.

Then by train to London
for lunch with Donald Limon,
an exact contempor of mine
at Lincoln College, Oxford, 43

ears ago (!) who was now chlef
lerk to the House of Commons
[you can see him during the

televised Prime Minister's ques-
tion time, sitting to the left of
| Madam Speaker.) Donald wel-

comed me Iinto 1]113 spaciously
aclous and historic office in
1e Palace of Westminster, and
; then took me to his equally gra-
ciously spacious flat, which
overlooked historic Westminster
Bridge. His lovely wife, Joyce,
had prepared a dellcious lunch.
They entertain a lot of VIPs
there. It goes, as the Americans
would :aag. 'with the territory’
and they do it very well.
P en | a"."ti':i them t]!]'.lelr
o of m ewsletter, they
sath. ‘Oh Gc-}rrzldl This Is the ear-
liest we've ever had It
Donald had to be back
at the House for the afternoon
session of the Commons, but |
prevailed upon his to have his
Ehntngraph taken under Big
en en route, just for the rec-

ord!

Thence | ped over
the road to Westminster Abbey
lo meet the Precentor,

Fe: n, to discuss detalls of
sthe visit of the Princeton Sing-
ers there In August (for we'd give a concert as
well as sing three services,) er that I went
back to Rcl%te to stay with Sheila and Dick af-
ter a somewhat exhausting few days!

Th 18" | was told. on returning to Princeton,
that one of my 10-year old choirboys was takin
a 3-hour Hebrew exam at Princeton Thealngtc:eﬁ
Seminary, where he studles alongside adult
seminarians. I learned, a couple of weeks later,
that he only scored 95%!

The [ﬂuuwlnﬁ Monday, when working with
some 8-year old probationers and getting them
to slngnthe word ‘reign’ correctly, one ol them

sald, That's a homonym!' I find that workin
with Princeton kids to be somewhat threatening%
The same day a letter arrived from Stephen
Cleob saying that he would be delighted to
attend the Princeton Singers' concert in King's
chapel In J}“E"Bt* Supal
Sat. 27". Led a workshop for choirmasters
from 6 States at Westminster Choir College here
in Princeton on how to teach kids to read music.
One of them asked, ‘How do | prevent my choir
Jfrom breaking into conversation as soon as |
stop them singing?" Whatta good question!
Thought that I really ought to write a third book
on ch-::-irtrainlngil*cna the others were selling so
well and | had learned a lot more since writing
theml) That question could be included—and a
practical solution which really works!
5




FEB RUARY

Th. 1*. I was due to fly to Texas today to lead
a 2-day workshop for choirmasters,  but 45
minutes before | was due to leave for the alrport
a call came through telling me that they were
snowed up, so it was postponed! Two days later
we were snowed 1 l|:)!

Sun 4" Played the Bb bell in ‘The True Story
of Cinderella’—a superb and riotously funny
one-hour entertainment for 12 solo singers and
plano. It was given in one of the university con-
cert halls, belore a huge audience, In ald of
charlty, My was to toll the hour of midnight,
with a controlled diminuendo. That seemed to
attract more favorable comment than almost
anything elsel (Many Westminster Choir College
graduaies will know of this work. Those who
don’t and who would like to put on a perform-
ance themselves should write 1o WCC in Prince-
ton for details. It will give you a guaranteed
success and you'll have to repeat it!)

The next day | finally bought an answering
machine for home. Dunno how'l did without one
for 13 years|

Th. 8% Quite a bizzee day: Proofs of my ar-
rangement of ‘Panis Angelicus’ arrived from Hal
Leonard Corp. (American Publisher: sorry—I
didn’t tell that they'd accegtcd it!) The same day
Kevin Mayhew (British Publisher] sent me a
cc-pg of his Ten New Anthems book, which in-
cluded my setting of Set me as a Seal which 1
rather like! | also rtaxcd 5t. Martin-in-the-Fields,
London, for my Singers might give a concert
there In August, If we can squeeze them in! That
evening one of our choirparents, who is sub
Dean of the University Chapel, told me that the
U. Chapel Cholr would like some of my Trinity
boys to sing the top Cs in Allegri's Miserere on
Maund,y Thursday. OK—anything to help the
halls of higher learning! Excellent practices that
night—weTe blzzee rehearsin yrd's 4-part
Mass, as well as Howells ete., for a performance
In St. Ignatius Loyola, Park Ave., NYC, after
Easter. Yes—a bizzee day!

The following weekend [ flew to San Francisco

to lead a 2-day workshop for choirmasters. |
was met by Jonathan Dimmock, my host, and
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cathedral sub-organist Chris Putnam, who gave
me a supa tour of that terrific city. At the cathe-
dral Chris showed me the full-sized replica they
had of the Labyrinth in Chartres Cathedral,

which pilgrims down the centuries had used to
make a bare-foot walk of penance. The S. F.
Labyrinth is immedlately outside the cathedral—
in marble. However, if fhe weather Is cold, they
have another one Inside made of carpet! | love
Americal

The workshops went very well: | spent the
morning working with some boys and girls—
some from the cathedral—with their choirmas-
ters watching, Including ebullient John Fen-
stermaker (who's appeared in these Newsletters
several timesl) and co-host George Emblom.
George and Jonathan had made me wonderfully
welcome In their supa home built on the side of
a hill. (Almost everything in that city is built on
the side of a hilll)' I also met Paul . Sec-
retary of the American Gulld of Organists In SF.
Paul is an Englishman (ex Queen's Cambridge),
and Jon, George & Paul made me riotously at
home in that fun place—all that was lacking ‘was
a Rln%al We called the waiter ‘Ringo’ at dinner
that n %ht—ln: scemed to enjoy Itl

The following day I led a workshop for Adult
Singers and the day finished with yet another
dinner. | enjoy work like that!

The day after, I‘ollume a most entertaining
breakfast In one of the colorful parts of the city,
[ flew home, arriving just after midnight. Wow!

The next day I received an invitafion to con-
duct a massed choirs’ festlval in Orlande Ca-
thedral, Florida, and to compose an anthem for
them. Yesl (It 0oUld be an arrangement of
‘Songs o [Pralse the Angels sang’)

Sat. 24" At a meeting of the Princeton SmEera'
Board, at concert manager k's
house (where she au’ppllea us with breakfastl) it
was suggested that | get a fax machine for my
home. Ever obedient, | did. Whatta great ma-
chine—it has Instant dialing and push buttons
in red, green and grey that do all sorts of excit-
ing ';hings: how could I have managed without
one

Tu. 27 Charles and DI agreed...to divorcel

Th. 29" Trinity Church, for some time, has
been plannln% to bulld new offices and extend
the facilities for church school classes. Some
53M had been ralsed by the Parish, and, today,
workman began to erect a tall steel-mesh fence

around the place. It looked as though something
was really about to happen!
ARCH

Wed. 6" Gave a midday organ recital in the
University Chapel. Afterwards who should erupt
before my eyes but Joan Lip tt, senlor or-

an professor at Westminster Cholr College,

niversity Organist and maker of scintillatin
organ CDs! She was, as ever, very Kind an
said, ‘You haven't an unmusical bone In your
bodyl" That's the sort of remark that one remem-

bers! Thank you, Joanl
Mon. la]IE". Kleh.-.rd Wyton Invited me to be an

hon. committee member to promote the celebra-
tlons he was preparing to honor his distin-
guished father, Dr. Alec on, who would be
celebrating his 75" birthday in August. Alec, m
predecessor at 5t. Matthew’s, Northampton, ha
sponsored me when | apglled for Trinity
urch, Princeton. He has been a wonderful
friend and an Inspiration to countless musi-
cians in this country. | was thrilled to be asked
and sald ‘Yes’| ]




The next day the Beeb called [rom London
and asked me te fax them a copy of my ar-
rangement of Amazing Grace for a BBC choir
were golng to broadecast it the next day—
conducted my successor-but-one at Black-
burn Cathedral,” Gordon Stewart. | did, they
did, and he did—very well!

After another Singers’ concert, the Board en-
Joyed a reception at Ann McGoldrick's home. A
new Board member was there, Wyman Rolph,
Tm Fclng to England In a couple of weecks time,’
he fold me. ‘Are you gtolngL to Cambridge?’ |
asked. 'No. but I'd love to." "Leave It to me and
I'll fix it up,’ sald I, knowing that Corpus’ Devel-
opment Officer, Tony (see Jan) would be
delighted to meet him and his wife, Klth?'. Wy-
man loves anclent manuscripts; Corpus llbrary
has more historic treasures than almost any
other library In the world. Faxes began to whiz
across the pond during the next few days.

My offlce phone went wrong: an hour later a
man turned u showed him the phone and he
sald, ‘'It's brokel' The phone company called a
little while after and said they'd send someone
round to look at It. 'But you've already sent
someonel’ "No, we haven'tl' The Man had clearly
been caah@the Joint! Ho hum!

Tues. 26™. Saw the comet near the Pole Star.
It's the first time It's visited our Solar system for
9,000 years. How do astronomers work these
things out?

The next day a student from Westminster
Choir College came to observe our practices.
Afterwards he told me ‘It was just like seeing
your books come (o lifel” Nice young manl

AFII.I].-

Our three splendld cholrboys rehearsed their
Allegrl top Cs with the University Chapel choir.
‘How did 1t go?’ I asked. "OK, but our coples are
in English—they're singing it In Latinl’ ‘That
didn’t cause any problems, did it?" *Of course
not—we borrowed their coples and sang It in
Latin tool

Good Friday: A monk, Interviewed during a TV
news program, commented on the level of noise
in our world, and how hard it Is to communicate
with God In our bizzyness. ‘How can we commu-
nicate with God?' he was asked. 'By speaking
his language.’ "What Is God's language’ "Sllence
is God's first languagel’ Wow! He recommended
two 20-minute périods of silent communication
Bg‘:; day, center on one word (like Love, or

ce or Jesus...) This will tend to dissolve un-
healed memories and give us strength to deal
with the Now. Try itl

You'll know that our cholr members can all
read music ['cos | teach them tol) How exciting it
was to form an 11-volce cheir to sing 4 Latin
motets during the 3-hour Good Friday service at
Trinity. We had only an hour to prepare, and, of
course, th sang superb ?V Hallelujahl
(Whoops, we can't say ‘Hallelujah' In Lent.
Hooray, thenl)

A long-time Iriend In England, How-
arth, sent me a video of a 3-hour live pro-

amme Just put out by the BBC of The Young

usiclan of the Year. It showed 6 brilllant mu-
siclans under the age of 20 (planist, violinist,
etc) playing concertos with the Natlonal Youth
Orchesira, who are also under the age of 20,
before a vast audience In Birmingham's new

concert hall. It was wholly superbl | was riveted
by the whole thlnF. not un'l?'PD'Esuac the stan-
dard was astonishingly high and the viewers
were kindly Invited to pit thelr judgment against
that of the distinguished adjudicating nel,
(most of us picked the violinisi—we were right!)
but also because the whole concert was con-
ducted by Ivor Belton. a former chorlster of
niine [rom Blackburn Cathedral to whom [ also
taught the organ (he gained his FRCO at 17 with
a sta eringll;;r high markl) I was thrilled to bits
ﬂ‘d mfed him, on my supa new machine, to tell
im so

The same day | received an invitation to lead a
workshop [n Lancaster, Pennsylvania, In Sep-
tember, “...to give us a ge]: talk at the beginnin
of the new season.” Their dean added, "'l rea
vour book on choirtraining in one gol' "Why?" 'l
couldn’'t put it down—they didn't teach us any of
that when I was at Music Collegel’ Thanx!

Also that day | recelved a fax from Tony Bymne
at Corpus, Cmbrtd&e. telling me that he” en-
oved the Singers’ BEC broadcast last week [see

ov.) and looked forward to welcoming Kathy &
w Rolph next week.

he next day 1 had a fax from Barry Rose,
enius director of music of St. Alban's Abbey,
ngland, saying that he'd llke the Princeton
Sinﬁers to po to St. Alban's during their up-
coming tour to meet Ralph Allwood, genlus di-
rector of music of Eton College, who would be
directing a choir course there. Perhaps our
choirs could sing to each other? Yesl

The same day, out of the blue, a letter arrived
from Willlam » In New York, former vice
chairman of Bristel Myers Squibb, who invited
me to become a member of the Board of the St.
Paul's Cathedral, London, Appeal in the US,

honored to be Invited, but, really, my busineas
was making muslc, not ralsing money, But It
was nice to asked.

Two days later my cholr of men, boys and

irls sang the Easter-1 service In St. Ignatius

oyola Church, Park Avenue, NYC, at the kind
invitation of their genius director of music, Kent
Tritle, (It's pretty challenging meeting all these
geniil) That was a tremendously thri ri-
ence for us all. We sang a 20-minute Prelude at
the high altar, then processed to sing In the glo-
rious West gaueq which houses the superb 4-
manual Mander tracker, over whlch‘m%msta
slobber. Their assoclate organist, N
Parrella, played for us—brilllantly, accompany-
ing us in a couple of Easter anthems I'd written,
and gh.rinﬁ notes for the Byrd 4-part Mass and
other anthems. The congregation applauded us
halfway through the service. and then twice
more at the end. John was there, too,
and they gave him a well-deserved round of ap-

lause for creating such a filne Instrument.

inity choir parents swelled the mnqrﬂgatlun
and everfonc was very pleasedl | llke RC
churches —

Two days later my arraanemmt of Panls An-
gelleus was Pubuahed by Hal Leonard. They dlid
a lovely job thereon.

During the following week [ put finishing
touches to two other anthems | was writing—
Salve Regina for Near, and [ stand on
ll_{le IRock or Fred S8wmnn at the Crystal Cathe-

ral.
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.Wyman Rolph called. He was ecstatic about
the reception he and Kathy had received in
Cambridge the previous week. They'd been
iven a VIP tour of the University, dined at High
able in Corpus and visited Corpus Library
where the Librarian, Dr. Fred Rat: e, told him
to sit down. He did, and Corpus’'s most treas-
ured illuminated manuscript was placed in his
hands—St. Augustine’s Bible—1,400 years old!
The following week I went to dinner with an-
other new member of the Princeton Singers’
Board. (I can't tell you her name, you'll see
why.) During that wholly delightful evening she
let ‘slip that her mother was a cousin of the
n Mother—both born in the same year!
rinceton is full of agreeable surprises!
e - S
Sun. 21°. It was_announced £="=" ¢
on US radio that Christopherx
Robin Milne died today, aet 77. ]
He will be, for so many of us, —geuidis
for ever 6. The announcer gsF= "~

clearly hadn’t been brought upE
%r[olperly—he called him
ilney’!

The following day yet another
fax arrived from the Beeb about
the Singers’ upcoming tour.
How did 1 survive before having § -
my very own fax? ST

eceived a gracious letter from William Miller
in NYC thank % me for my letter in which I said
No to joining his St. Paul's Cathedral Appeal
Board, but ‘couldn’'t we discuss it over lunch at
the Waldorf Astoria?' I couldn't think of any rea-
son, so | sald yes! (Yes to the lunch, not Yes to
the Board!)

Wed. 24" On a home improvements grogram
on TV I learnt that one can in small holés in
the wall with toothpaste—repeat if necessary,
then paint. Also, ouTe trying to hammer in
small nails, Jou‘ll nd it easier to keep them
steady if held between the prongs of a comb!

That evening I went to St. Ignatius Lo;rola
again—this time to hear a recital’ with Trinity’s
brilliant assistant organist, Scott Dettra, (see
last year's Newsletter), given by Simon Preston
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It was, needless to say, bril-¥{
liant, with a brilllant audience

too, lncludlné
the Crystal Cathedral, Los An-

Jfrom ain at Easter,’
Fred told me! That makes three
times on World-wide TV in four
years. Wow! e
After the recital Nancianne Parrella, Scott

e 1

j

! Dettra, Simon Preston and I followed our host

== shop led by

-

~Many of America's flnest choirtrainers were

=== the President of the

Kent Tritle and a select gathering of a few
friends, to a nearby restaurant for a scintillatin
dinner. Simon said, ‘I ho;')e you've brought your
cameral’ ‘Why?' ‘So that I can get my photo in
your Newsletter again!" I did, he does—thrice!

Dan Colborne, executive of the American
Guild of Organists (AGO) told me during the
dinner that more people had signed up for the
Princeton Singers concerts in C during the
AGO’s Centennial Conference in July than al-
most any other recital. Wowl!

Two days later I was told that a former Trinity
choirparent (I can't tell you his name, you'll see
why), had just been to dinner with dent
Clinton in "Washington, DC. There were twelve
guests—all pretty high-powered people. ‘It was
absolutely marvelous,” he told me. ‘The Presi-
dent has an enc[\;'lclopedlc knowledge and could
converse engagingly with us on any subject.
Also, he's very good listener. I was impressed!’

So was I!
Three days later I went to Saint Thomas’

' Church, Fifth Avenue, NYC to attend a work-

Dr. George Guest. George is one of
the world’s leading choirtrainers—I met him
first over 40 years ago when he was first direc-
tor of music of St. John's College, Cambridge—
and he hasn't changed a hair in all that time.
there, including Bob de, from Ohio, who is
SCM in this country, as

Hancock.

well, of course, as our host, Dr. Gerre

r%e led Gerre's fine boys and men in several
tices and achieved exquisite phrasing from

Geo
?rac
hem in Sumsion’s Magnificat in
so kind as to commend fo the choirmasters my
books on choirtraining. How courteous can one

. George was

et?

g Walking back to Penn station after that most
hagpg ay [ bought four colorful ties for
$10.00—bringing my collection up to 394!
M*

Four days later I finally flew to Austin, Texas,
(now that the snow had melted!) to lead a 2-day
workshop for AGO choirmasters. I was met by
my hosts Kevin & Sara McClure (Kevin had
been a student of mine at WCC and also our
assistant organist at Trinity for a year.) The
temperature was 89°! That evening I gave a talk
to the assembled throng: How to be a Choirmas-
ter and still be a Christian which went down
rather well. The next day I worked with the
choirmasters in four sessions, ending up with a

retty supa Evensong. Bought two more ties—

96—a most satisfactory visit! 8
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Ihe next day Heith Bond, my talented former
sub at Blackburn Cathedral,” played a supa
Prelude before our Choral Evensong, which in-
cluded the first performance of my new Salve
Regina (for Gerald Near.) Keith & Ruth were
staﬂrlnF with me—but, because | knew them so
well, T had had no scruples about desertin
them whilst | went to Texas! The

left the n
day, for Keith was plaving in Washington DC.
They left their bedroom even tidier than they
found it—making thelr beds and washing their
sheets. They can stay anytime!

Someone told me that Napoleon had sald, a
propos medals: ‘Men will die for a bit of coloured
ribbon!’ It works the same for chorlsters!

Mon 20th A book arrived from the SPCK, with
the author's compllments—a complete history of
the psalms, and how they have been sung
through the centuries. It's called Make Music to
our God, written by Brother Reginald, SSF, a
delightful monk from Cambridge who stayed
with me some 6 years earlier. He was a graclous
guest and gmer“u“l{; mentioned Trinity's mu-
sic, and his stay, in the pages of his fascinating
book. | commend it wholeheartedly to choir-
masters|

At Trinity’s final choir dinner for this season
{attended Igy famllles and friends) some of my
less bon mots uttered in the heat of choir prac-
tices were read out to the assembled throng.

Exa.msplm: .

A Some of you look as though you have the
wrong examination paper! A& Will you not trans-
late it into Chinese, please! A Sing it as if Byrd
were really guite a good musiciun! A The word
that springs to mind is ‘incompetent’. A Are you
?omg to sing, or are you just going to stand
here like a rat shot out of a cat factory? A [
apologize for asking you to think. but that's
what lfe’s all about. A Tenors, please make
this a memorable moment in the service bfar all
the right reasons! A Let's try that as If English
were not youwr second language! Thanks to
cholrman ﬂn.u Zuckerman who wrltes down
these gems as soon as they've been uttered!
This 1s" a side of my choirtraining that I don't
include in my books—but it does work!

The next da{rvwas pretty spectacular: 1 went to
lunch at the Waldorf Astoria In NYC with Wil-
liam . When I reached Princeton train sta-
tlon | asked the guard what time the train left.
He replled, “What time would you llke it to
leave?’ "Have | got time to get a cup of coffee?
‘Yes!' (That’s courtesy alla Victorian Tymesl)
Once on the packed ‘train the scene changed
and a man came to sit next to me, clearly the
worse for wear. He burst Into snatches of song
then mumbled, 'Get the **** off the track, the
train’s too slow!’ Another snatch of song, then he
announced to the world, 'I'm paranoid!™ True! |
tried to pass the time by reading more of
Brother ald's psupa psalm P k, and
learnt how early Christians sang (better than my
companionl!), what 5t. Ambrose did, when har-
mony was Introduced, what the first chant
was...Golly!

When | arrived at the Waldorf Astoria Willlam
Miller walked In and said, ‘Call me Billl' So |
did. Within flve minutes he had me eating out of
his hand, and within ten minutes | had said an
enthusiastic ‘Yes' to becoming a member of his
Board! You don’t become V.C. of Bristol Myers
Squibb without knowing how to handle people!

Bill told me that he'd got my name from John
Scott, genius organist of St. Paul's Cathedral.
(Memo. write to John to say Thank you!)

That was a most happy hour, and | walked
back alnnng!fm_nvenuc Joylul as a lark, and
celebrated by buying 3 more colorful ties—399,
‘The next one must be most special,’ thought L.
In Penn station | passed—a Stall selling ties...and
there it wasl A glorious tle made u%) of key-
boards, alla 10 organ manuals. 'That's exactly
right for the AGO Centennial Convention
Julyl'...and it wasl!

That evening | attended a splendid perform-
ance of Ibsens A Doll House in Princeton, in
which two of my choirboys were participating—
Max & Niall Lessard—they were so very good,
as was the whole production. A great end to a
great day!

For some time I'd been (rylng to take off ex-
cess weight. (Lunching at the Waldorf doesn't
Imlﬁ_!l The following week, at our regular Trinity
stafl meeting, | said, 'l wish | knew of a good
diet.' Carol Stoy, our deacon, said that she
knew of a diet which would take off 7 |bs In a
week! ‘Wow—let me have itl' [ replléd, So she
did. It's basically a soup made of cabbage, pep-
[!f:rs. spring onlons (‘scalllons'] skinless toma-
oes and celery, all bolled In water, with various
flavors added. A spot of chicken or beef every
so often, a banana and fruit julce. No fat or
chocolates, of course,

Two days later I'd taken off two pounds! The
trouble was | went to a party at the home of Ted
& Benita Ryan (who have appeared In previous
Newsletters: they're wonderful cholr parents
who live in a house in Pennsylvania which was
begun in 1684l) Today | was due to open the
magnificent new organ that Benita had had In-
stalled in her office In the grounds of her home
(wearing my new l0-manual tiel) It was a 3-
manual Bob Walker electronic, which Is so good
that one cannot tell that It Isn’t ‘real’. | practised
in the afterrioon, and then a select number of
dlstlnFutshed friends arrived for the party and
recital.

We had drinks on the lawn in one of the Ry-
ans' flower-fllled gardens as the sun went down
and the moon came up. Then we repaired Inside
for a supa sit-down meal which Benita had
cooked herself, after havin ?E?ent the afternoon

0

gardening. How does she
o I nibbled on
!-Smaﬂ helping

s
+ “of salad and
isipped water
Helgh hol

in

> Then we all re-
paired to the or-
» gan room and
off we went. It
{/ was the greatest
f fun, and every-
one was thrilled
with Benita's
Ay Bargain Buy.

Oh, that we
could have such

an or at
Trinityl
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The following day [ went to another food-filled
party! This was an Australian wine-tasting eve-
ning in the lovely home of Shawn & Robble
Ellsworth. Robbie is musle seeretary at Trinity,
and does her best to keep me In order: her son,
John, sings with us and the whole family are
wonderful Triends. Shawn owns one of the larg-
est and most frequented wine shops in Prince-
ton, and so he knew what he was doing when he
arranged this yv. | spent an excruciatin
hour there stpﬁ ng water and eating celery (I'
taken off another poundl) untll 1 felt my self-
control slipping, and fled, Ieavl% a host of
happy\ﬁueats who were sampling with gusto the
many wines and deliclous eats!

That evening | watched a TV program In which
a doctor told about a recent experiment when
rabbits had been fed with a high cholesterol
diet. (Oh, for the chance!) One group had had
the food Just pushed at them. The other group
had been stroked and _[;]}ctted while they ate—
l.e. they were loved. The ‘loved’ rabbits had
60% less cholesterol than the other group. |.e.
Bein ed actually affects for good our whole
being, Try it!

The next day | went to vet another party! This
was for Trinity's Adult” Choir [conducied by
Robert Palmer, who is nearly a Ph.D. In music
from Rutgers University.) Good food and good
fellowship abounded. | enjoyed the good fellow-
ship! One new adult singer told me that he had
recently lost 20 |bs. He looked great. ‘How did
%(Inu :!i_u It?" 1 asked. '‘By ealing only half por-

ons

Two days later President Clinton came to
Princeton, for the 250" anniversary celebrations
of the Unlversity. A smalllsh crowd lined the
road and as his limousine swept past. albeit
fairly slowly, he looked straight at me and
waved! As [ walked back to Trinity afterwards, |
heard two people shout across the road to
thelr friends, ‘Did you see him?' And both of
them sald, *Yes, and he looked straight at me
and waved!' That man knows how to touch peo-
ple. 1 was impressed!

During recent months I'd been doing a lot of
composing and an’:m%}n% for the Singers' up-
coming tour of England, Including arranging all
the psalms, and wmln% two new sets of re-
sponses. Today | had a letter from Ken Rober-
ton, one of my English publishers, accepting
my responses for treble volces. We were to sing
them In St. Paul's Cathedral. Great|

The following day | went to a concert In Prin-
ceton High School where some of my choir
members are puplls. ThtH' have a superlative
choir which won natlonal flnals recently, and an
equally glund orchestra., But tonight | went fto
hear their jazz band, conducted by Trinity
choirparent Tony Blancosino who s yét another

enlus. The band was terrific. 1 was blown away
thelr sheer professiSalsm and jole de vivre.
elr drummer, young Trinity bass Peter HP!L
had me transflxed by his incredible technique
and unassallable sense of rhythm. That band
had recently come a shinmﬁ first in the DlymFlc
Gold International competition in Toronto. I'm
not surprmcdl

Hadn't been feeling too well off and on re-
cently so | went to my doctor for a check up. Dr.
John Hagaman is a cholr parent (two boys in

the cholr) and also a choir spouse—his wife,
Andrea Hyde, sings in Trinity's Adult Cholr. He
Is a tonic in himself—as soon as he walks into
the room one Immediately feels better, thanks to
liis "Spirit of Christmases st’ presence. He
look a number of tests, including blood, and
will let me know how | am. Baslcally | should
take more exercise! (I'd taken off 7 1bs by nowl)

The next day my Princeton Slréﬁers ave a
concert in Princeton Universit wapel. One
singer, attorney John Caruso, had flown back
from a trial he was leading in Flerida, especially
1o be with us. That's dedication! Our program
was the one we had chosen for our concert In
King's Chapel in August. We discovered that the
first’ half lasted 65 minutes! Some rethinking
was called lorl But the very large audlence %a::
us a slanding ovation and we felt good.
McGoldrick threw dyat another party for us-but |
tried to enjoy salad and water!

That evening, so | saw on TV, Princess Di at-
tended a fund-raising dinner In Chicago for
cancer research. She was a wowl Guests had
paid 850,000 each (£35,000) to be therel!

The next da op Mellick Belshaw, former
Bp. of NJ, who llves in our parish (he's a former

choirparent, tool) preached a supa sermon in
Trinity. He quoted a Jesujt who talked of death:
‘Death will be the last Amen of my life. and the

[first Hallelujah of Eternity!’

The next day r Reeve ['Superman’)
who had suffered a major accldent when horse
riding and was now a paraplegic, sald on TV,
‘Elther you vegetate and look out of the window,
or actlvate and effect chunﬂ,ef' He was certalnly
dnlr:F the latter: his Incredible courage Is a by-
word In thls country.

The next day, Tues. 11", Dr. John H.n?.rnl:n
called me, He sald that my blood test showed
that | had a suspected tumor on my prostate,
The world stood still for a brief second, then I
sald, 'Well, welll' feeling that | may have re-
ceived a death sentence. Suddenl]vqu::e'a priori-
ties shifted—even the rL;;memg ng's concert
g&s not qulte as cent to my life as It had

een,

The next day | told our assoclate Rector, Kit
Sherrill, of my problem. His comfort was imme-
diate because he had been through this himself

and come out the other side successiully. He
told me what | might t. Although comforted
I was not thrilled! During the following days 1

asked a number of friends around the world to

ray for me. They did, and It made a difference.

hank youl

The next day [ wrote letters to 500 members of
the Assoclatlon of Anglican Musiclans [a quasl
American Cathedral OUrganists' Association] In-
viting them to arrange a concert or service In aid
of the St. Paul's Appeal. John Scott had glven
me four es of musical suggestions, all culled
from music written especially for. or performed
at, 5t. Paul's during the last 300 years. 1 did
this, be it said, with the help of Bill 's sec-
retary, who addressed all the envelopes. How-
ever, | wrote Dear Fred...Gratefully John by
hand on each letter and sat back somewhat ex-
hausted, but miidly triumphant, feeling that I'd
carned my Waldorf Astoria lunchl

The next day | took my car to have a slow
puncture mended. They sald that I needed a
new tire and also a new crankshaft, so | read
magazines whilst they ran up a hefty bill. 10




cer, and that Oeneral Norman

{"Stormin Morman' of Gulf War fame, and a Trin-
ity Old Chorlsterl) had come through it all suc-
cessfully. | was comforted. | then pald the bill
for $450.00 and was uncomforted.

The following week | had a call to firm up de-
tails of a workshop I shall be leading in Buffalo.
My hosts want to take me to Nlagara Falls after-
wards. 1 didn’'t argue with them.

Y

Wed. 3rd. Four phone calls: From Dallas In-
viting me to lead a workshop next year. From
Delaware, Inviting me to lead a workshop next
year. From Florida, about my upcoming massed
choirs’ festival and from Augsburg Fortress
(Carol Carver] who told me that they will be
publlshlng TP setting of Let us with a gladsome
mind In the Fall. Great Dayl

The next day | led a_one day workshop at
WCC for choirmasters. One had come from as
far as Australla—albeit mainly to attend the
AGO’s Centennial Conference In NYC next
week. My Princeton Singers had been rehears-
M% metlculously for this Tor monthsl

hree days later (and 14 lbs lighter!) 1 went to
NYC for the AGO's Centennlal, | stayed In a ho-
tel, but the Singers would be coming In by
coach every day at 7.00 aml The whole confer-
ence was superbly organized—the openin
service was held in packed St. Patrick’'s R
Cathedral (opposite the Hockefeller Center)
where there wasn't even standing room. I met so
many wonderful and distinguished friends
%th{mc five days that | can't even begin to
name them.

The Singers sang llke a dream. We gave the
same concert every day at 10.45 am in St. Vin-
cent Ferrer RC Church (beautifull) to an enthu-
siastic, responsive and very attentlve audlence
who gave us standing ovatlons E\-’Cl? day. Each
day several dt:]e'ﬁatea sald to me, 'Your Prince-
ton Singers are the finest choir ['ve ever heard!'
or ‘That was the best concert of the whole Con-
ference!l' One such, whom I'm happy to name,
was Dr. Ronald t. past President of the
AGO. Several delegates came to hear us twice.
We were thrilled beyond measure.

What a crying shame It was that the AGO
chose outslde critics for the conference concerts
who belittled almost every solo artist, contrary to
the enthuslastic receptions they had received.
Ours didn't like Howells for a start, or mixed-

e choirs as a matter of principle, and thus the
AGO seemed to have 'shot itself in the foot' as
one unhal.wy AGO member wrote to tell me af-
terwards. We don't mind criticlsm, but let It be
informed]|

On the other hand, a number of delegates
came up to me every day and sald, ‘I've read
your books!' One even added, ‘1 began at my
new church with no kids but now, after 3 years,
I've got 150, thanks to putting into practicé what
you wrote!' (Please excuse the quotable guotes
which pepper this letter, for I am thrilled when
Jfolk say appreciative things. But one’s gifts are
Jrom above, not a possession which we have
created. All that we have do s to to use
them fully. I am painfully aware that I don't use
those lent to me nearly as much as I should.

The following Monday I led a 5-day workshop

The first article | read was about prostate ean}
gehw:kup

for choirmasters at WCC. They had come not
only from nea.r(t_:bfv States but also from Minne-
sota, Arizona, Callfornia and even the Virgin
Islands, Germany and Japanl| | asked them how
many children they had In their church choirs.
One cholrmaster said, 250! | asked him how he
did it. He told me! (Hls answer will appear In my
next bhookl!)

Two days later | flew to Chicagia to lead a one
day workshop for Lutheran cholrmasters. That
was a fabulous experience, for it was held In a
lovely college campus on the shore of Lake
Michigan and over 400 choirmasters attended
my talks! When | arrived [ asked one of the or-
ﬁ?nlzers what were the major problems that Lu-

eran cholrmasters experience. She told me,
and as a result | changed what I'd intended to
sa%—-addressing what the cholrmasters needed
to hear. They responded wonderfully, and [ had,
thereby, gained valuable material for Book 31

When | returned home | received a delightful
CD created by the South Afrilcan Drakensberg
Hngs Cholr, conducted by Bunny Ashle
Botha, with whom | had worked on three previ-
ous visits to that most lovely country. Jim Lit-
ton (director of the American Boychoir here in
Princeton) has generously sald that the 'Drakies’
are the finest boychoir in the worldl Their new
CD, called AMAZ}rND GRACE has as its first item
my arrangement of Amazing Grace! They sing It,
needless to say exquisitely. Thank you, Bunny!

Two days later | finished my arrangement of
Songs of Pralse the Angels Sang for the Orlando
Festival. The next day Tnn% iIn Cam-
bridge faxed me at home [ less fax ma-
chines!) to say that he had obtained permission
for the Princeton Singers to be photographed
both outside and inside King's Chapel—but not,
alas, to have the concert recorded. The first was
a miracle, the second was fully understood.

The next day | recelved a call from Chris Put-
nam (see Feb) in San Franclsco, Inviting me to
direct the RSCM's Boys® course in Grace Cathe-
dral next summer. Yesl

The next day Carol Carver at Au%::]hur For-
tress, called me to say that my 2nd book Is be-
ing tra?alatﬁd Into Koreanl I said I'd love to see
a copy

AUGUBT

Three days later | received a call from Brian
Tluylnr at Memphis Cathedral. Tennessee, in-
viting me to lead a workshop for them next year-
—on the atren%th of readtngéﬁi.leaa whatl

Three days later | had a from Dr. Anthony
Vasselli, the surgeon whom I had been seeing
for several months: "You do have cancer on your
prostate, but It's OK to go to England with your
cheir.” Hallelujah!

Two days later | flew to England to prepare for
the Princeton Singers Tourl

I really dunno how to describe adequately
what we experienced during those two fabulous
weeks., We gave a concert to a packed nave in
Westminster : we gave a concert In St.
Martin-in-the-Fie to a packed church: we
also sang services In the Abbey and St. Paul's
where we were welcomed back as old friends.

We sang for Ralph Allwood's choir in St. Al-
ban's Abbey, and they sanlg for us (Vox Dicentis)
with host z.rrf Rose lapp nﬁ it all up. When we
sang in St. Maithew's Church, Northampton, 11




Ralph Allwood, Barry Rose & JB at St. Alban's

we were glven the lirst standing ovatlon that
there'd ever been at that church, according to
our hosts, Patrick & Pamela Rawlinson.
(Patrick had been an organ pupil of mine way
back in the early 1960s.]

We lived for three glorious days in Corpus
Christi_College, Cambridge (founded 1352
where Tony Bymme had arranged a superlative
luncheon Reception for us and for some 300
guests inciuding my lovely cousins. We then
sang our concert in King's Chapel to a packed
audience which included Stephen Cleobury
and George Guest—extra chairs had to be
brought In to accommodate those who wanted to
hear us! Alterwards the Master, Sir Tony Wrig-
ley, entertained us and 200 guests to dinner in
the College. Our cup ran over.

My own cup continually ran over throughout
the tour because very dear friends from long ago
kept appearing to greet me, and my most favor-
ite cousins were able to hear us at the Abbey,
St. Paul's and King's.

When we were at the Abbey | complained to

Neary, in the Song School as the Singers
were robing, that [ couldn' use his music desk
in the Abbey choir stalls as it was too low.

'How can you e
see the music?' T';
| asked. ‘1 never &
have to look at
the musicl’ he
replied, creat-
ing a burst of
laughter  from
the” Singers!
(Love 15)

He added,
"You mustn’t get
too good. or |
shal have

roblems here! '
15 alll) L | —

After we had sung at Ely Cathedral. Sir David
Lumsden p\f"FFEd into the vestry and said, “You
came here with an enviable reputation; but you
leave here with your rEEthatmn enhanced!’

Our organists, Tim lorganist of Trinity
Cathedral, Trenton) and Scott Dettra (my as-
sistant organist at Trinity) aﬂplaw:d brilllantly
throughout. We were signally blest by their
sparkling technique and musical sensitlvity. A
couple of weeks later, (for the record in view of
last year's Newsletter), Scott Dettra told me that
he felt he couldn’t accept Stephen Cleobury’'s
generous offer to be organ scholar at King's next
year. | was sorry.

Stephen told me shortly afterwards that he
was able to appoint a young man from Australia,
Ben Bayl. to replace him. | was dellghted, for |

had worked with Ben |8 months earlier, near
Sydney, when we'd collaborated In making part
of a CD. He will do very well at King's!

Our tour ended, of course, at Blackbum
which was celebratng the 1.400th anniversary
of the founding of the first church on that site.
Provost David Frayne and Director of Music
land former JB student!) Gordon Stewart made
us wonderfully welcome. The concert was sold
out and a host of dear friends came up to me to
say 'HI' during the Interval. which lasted almost
as long as the concert, thanks to the numbers
there and the quality of the wine that was
served!

The next day we sang the Eucharist In the
Cathedral after which | met the new sub-
organist. Ben Saunders. who had arrived from
Scotland only that weekend.

The hands of Ben, Gordon Stewart & JBI

Arter Choral Evensong in Mellor Parish Church
Nr. Blackburn, where & aret ton
had arranged terrific hospitality for us in the
homes of his choir folk and other murtual
friends. that glorious day ended with a smash-
ing dinner for over 100 friends including all our
hosts and Bishop Alan & Jenny Chesters. We
were speechless as well as songless after such
an unparalleled Experience. Hallelujahl

EPFTEMBER

And so the new season began for us all. 1 was
operated on 6 weeks later, upheld by loving
rayers and tremendous support from all the
olk at Trinitv led by our Rector, Leslie Smith:
Robbie Ellsworth took scrupulous care of me
wholly wonderfully; Dr. V. , my surgeon cut
me up for 3 hours and sewed me together again,
and it was successful—Praise the Lord!

%ﬁl?ntgt God'y

FLEANFES,

mywl EQ 4 ima_ym W@W and,
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ch, 33 Mercer Street, Princeton NJ
ome phone/fax: 609-771-3756. 12
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