Ku«%%( Eleven, Allwood Drive,
¢ Lawrenceville, N 9 08648

Eveny yean 1 am &taggened at the mumben of
exciting events and manwvelfous people that
come my wmy: I've fust been Through my
dianies fon the fast 14 months and have made
9 pages of one-Line headings of some of the
most supen people and happenings that have
illuminated my yean: and, of counse, thene
i8 N0 way that 1 can 4include even half of
them, othemuise this Newsfelfer would be
even more wwieldy than it 44, and you'd
neven gel it. (It'LL be Late enough as it is
- I'm typing this on Nov 19 - fwo months
faten than fast yean.)

And S0, if you've got 15 minutes fo 4pare,
please 'set a spell' and nefoice with me in
some of the glonies that have nejoiced and
moved my heand since 1 fast wwodfe:

September. 1987

Tnene WiLLLs, who had been my Aindpining
Associate Dinector of music at Trninitu
Chunch, Princeton, 4ince T awived here in
1983, took up hen new and glonious position
as Dinector of Music of St.James' Chunch,
Madison Avenue, Naw Vonk, in Ssuccession o
the fegendany Alec Gigon. FEvenyone was
thnilled by hen appointment, fon 4he uas,
at fast, heading a mjon church music
program, having spent hex whole Life assist-
ing othens and, selflessly, making them
'"look good'. We missed hen sonely, but
nejoiced in all that Lay befone hen and the
good people of St.James'.

My newest canof, "Alleluia, &ing Noel"™
uns published: a set of most beautifully
puinted copies awviived from Basif Ramsey in
England - T was thuilled. 1 had weitten it

_ bown. Noel is the youngen brother of Chuis,

for whom 1 had weitten Little baby, bown at
dank midnight® ten yeans ago {which inconp-
onated his name in the text: "Chaist-oven us
okl doth neign"...) So 1 uns pleased zhat
both lfads, 4ons of Phif £ Joan, who wene
membens of my Blackbunn Bach Choir, had a
canol each now!

Four days faten 1 compoded, .in despenation,
a shond fwo-inebfe anthem for Buffy Caruso
Guy, a memben of my Puincefon Singens. She
had asked me, months previously, 1o wnite
something for hen upcoming Children's Choir
Festival and nothing had been {orthcoming.
I dashed this anthem off in about 45 minutes!

The nex? day T sent another anthem fo one of
my publishens - an annangement fon 4ops and
baritones (with diffenent wonds) of Faune's
"Pie Jesu" - called "lovimg Sawiox, hear my
puayex®. ... and three days faten 1 completed
the ginst dnaft of yet another amnangement -
") Rest in the Lond™ {or thnee-pant choin,
An intenesting month!

Inene WiLLis called me fnom New Yornk - she
wad in teans:the doctons had fust told hen
that she had cancen. We prayed ZLogethen
over the phone - where else could we go?

The next day 1 told Tninity choins of
Inene's naws - thene wene teans and wmb
shock - fon she had drawn evenyone Zogethen
byh&abmvﬂingiwa;uﬁyhadmmm
1o , just as Lije uns opening up for
hen? Thene was no an&wern. :

My greatest privifege at Trinity is not Zo
dinect one of the most ambitious Episcopal
choin prognams in the USA, but fo lead a few
choin boys and ginks once a week in their
conginmation class. These ane &L {
times. My 4inst class this yean (with foun
&ixth grade Lads) wns panticufarnty good with

six yeans previously when Noel Huwick was, fots of questions being sparked off.
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To Phifadefphia on a Lovely suwmy dayra
necond an appeal for funds for WHYV-91 FM
nadio: Philadefphia's classical muAic
Aation: this was a thiill as well as an
honon - for T uded Zo enfoy popping into BEC
Radio Blackbumn in the 'ofd days'. Tt was
good o be sunnounded, once more, by the
highest '¢i', enomwmous neconding 4pools and
the extrovert pensonalities of nadio folk,
whose Lives arne one continual bounce!.. "HL!
I'm John Bentalol, dinecton of music of
Tninity FEplscopal Churnch, Puinceton and
gounden/conductorn of the Puinceton Singens:
I mved o the Delawane Valley 5 yeans ago
grom England, whene T used Lo enjoy Listening
Zo BBC Radio 3... but NOW T Listen o 9TFM!"

muaammmmmmﬂogm-
minsten Choin College, hene in Puinceton. A
~£we£.ygm:.-pnﬁ sudents. 1 had .intended,
mmngo#:mﬂunga o tell them that Jesus
| heats today, and fo .Rlustrate 1his by
’-te.ﬁf,mg of a fainty 4spectaculan healing
| expendenced by a Puinceton Universily student
iuﬁmhlmuhappm However, when 1 awiived
|to give ﬂmiaﬂzlﬁamdihwpm&am
1é&d€ntﬂla’t€ and 40 T Anvited him fo tell
| 0f his healing - which he did... it happened
‘—mremnymemmmmiauﬂghtm
| adn now. Haflekujah!

’mEStachthdfwmed 300 points - glum
daces all oven Princedon!

My sty camena, which 1 bought second hand
Zen yeans previously, had finally given up,
40 T sallied fonth fo New York Zo buy a new
one. Agten pricing a Lot of camenas in a foi
of 4hops off Fifth Avenue, 1 decided on a
Nikon 2000, complete with zoom Lenses. §fash
and canuying bag. Expensive, but glonious!
(See the fuuds of my extravagence in this
Newsfetten. )

Another of the high privifeges which 1 enjoy
hmaumtmdammnﬂdy&bfzmdy
for adulls. This month's was held in zhe

gracious home of Geonge £ Kimy Gallup;
24 adults wene thene for aftemoon fea and
talk - we enjoyed a neally good Ltime - Wow!
One membern tofd us of hen necent healing,
which encounaged us fo pray forn Tnene WALELs.

Novemben

Conducted a "Come and Sing Honeggen's King
David" on a Sunday agtennoon - a Ssomewhat
challenging feat Zo put the whole ithing
Zogethen in fwo houns - sofoists, onchestna,
nawvaton and chonus - but it was fun. More
50 as we wene fo &ing it Laten in the season
at Tuinity (tho' with mone than 2 houns’
preparation! )

The next day 1 flew fo Houston (to rhyme
with'Euston') Texas, for the ADIMC Condenence
- the Association of Diocesan Litungy and
Music Commissions - a group of about 150
clengy and musicians gnom all oven the USA.
This was a panticuban delight for 1 found
That 1 was shaning a noom with Alec Whton
(who always seems fo featune in these News-
Lettens) a predecesson of mine at St, Mat -
thaw's Chunch, Nonthampton, and "Mn. Chuch
Music” oven hene. The foun days wene Apent
Listening o a vaniety of nather good

Lectunes on theology and musie, and nelishing
the amzing skyscrapens of that cily, many
of which are built of minon glass - causing
umedabteteﬂ&c&oma&wm




The day agten T netuwmned T played fon the NI
diocesan senvice Ain Tninity Cathednal,
Trendon, whene we had a scratch choin (vof-
unteens who tuwwed up an houn befonehand o
Learn an anthem and neheanse allf the othen
music). This, akso, was incnedible, forn we
had Zo neheanse in the cathedwal as othens
wene neheansing processions, moving this and
That and genenally tuning the place into a
noise gactony. Howevern, the senvice went
well - which was good, for the Presiding
Bishop preached !

The following week the Presiding Bishop came
{0 Tninity, Princeton, o celebrate and fo
enfoy Lunch with us. It was good fo chat

with him and his wige - and to find we had
mutual  friends (John McCreany,onganist of
Honolul Cathednal, and his wife ,Betsy) -

for the Presiding Bishop had been bishop
Mwmmmdﬁn o

The next day Tnene WiLLis called me §rnom hen
hospital bed in Phifadefphia (she was Zhene
for one week in thnee until the end) to tell
me. that hen NYC Rector had Zold hen that the 4,
Letter she wnote fo the panishionens of
St James' Chunch telling them of hen cancen

 Threedays Laten 1 had a Letten

butm&ooﬁ &umgﬁadﬁm@od!ud
done mone for the unity of the chunch than
anything he had done! She even neceived

some glowens grom Anchbishop Tutu!
Decemben

Stanted a post-confimmtion group with 4ome
of Last yean's Lads: one posed the question:
"Why anen't Chrnistmasses as happy now as
they wene when T was 57" L.e. How can 1 find
foy? The eventual answen we came up with
was,"By giving foy fo othens!™ "Oh, yes!™
daid one of the fads, "that happened fo me
Last Chnistmas when 1 gave 4pecial presents
1o my panents; that made me VERY happy!"

grom the
Chonistens' Guild saying 2hat they had
accepted my sedting of "God is ourn hope" fon
publishing (the one T wrote in 45 minutes!)

ﬂutmekeﬁnyﬁm&n%mgwea
Chuistms concent in  St.Mank's Chunch,

Philadefphia. We expected an audience of 50,
but discovened that 300 had fwwned up - Aw

g they gave us a standing ovation - nice!

Sunday 20th was Zo be a very special day fon
me, for, that evening, a select group of the
MBG choin uns Lo 4&ing a sexvice of Nine
Lessons and Canols in Princelon Univensity
Chapel - a mawwellous building, companable
in size and acoustics fo King's, Cambridge;
his was Zo be 'my' King's. That momning, 1
began to feel nathen peculian and went home
{o bed - Zhinking 1'd be OK by the evening;
I wasn't - S0 cnisis annangements had Zo be
mde - Robent Palmen, Tninity's assistant
choimmasten, conducted, and Ame Smith, the
assistant onganist, played. 1 heand, agter-
mnd&ﬁutﬂmuﬁa&&e:m{cem:tumuﬂ
Andeed (we'd neheansed it SO canefully) -
the Chapel was packed, the Bishop was thene,
and the choin sang the §inst penfonmnce of
my naw canol "Alleluia, Sing Noel" - 1 heand
the neconding - it was great!

fﬁﬁwmkdfatmItmedaiattmﬁm




Alan Thunlow, onganist of Chichestern Cath-
eanal, who told me that they sang "Noel" fon
the min senvice at the Cathedral on Chruist-

ms day and that the sound of the Last chord

ninging round the cathednal was supen. Waw,
again! He plans to recond it!)

I minaged Zo netumn fo Trninity forn the big
Christms Eve services, but succumbed again
on Chnistmas Day - staying in bed for 10
days with bronchitis and Zaking off é £bs!
Centain wondenful choinpanents  nallied
nound, brought me food, took me to the
doatmwﬁgmm&tymdemﬁedm

good - Zhe most wondenful people - thank

you.

Jaruany 14t 1988

I was invited o a quiet panty at the home
of John Sully and Kathy Rohnex(John and
Kathy wene s0 gracious as o meet me at
Kennedy Aimpont when 1 came o Princeton
glve yeans previously - they ane founden-mem-
bers of the Pruincetong Singens and the most
wondenful. griends.) When 1 awived at zhein
home 1 found that they had also invited
some of the stnongest pillans of Tuinity
tohelp celebrate my {inst 5 yeans thene. A
wondenful sunprise and a glonious evening.
The onfy drawback was that 1 hadn't brought
my hew camena to necond the evening for the
archives (and fon this Newsletten!)

Tuesday, 12th: the finst of a senies of
Lectunes at Westminsten Choin College -
(annanged by Tnene WiLLis) fon thein graduate
students on "Haw Lo Zeach children Zo &ing
and o &ight &ing" (This was one of Inene's
good days.) Frauke Hanssemmm mnaged zhe
'how 2o sing' bit, and 1 did the &ight
Ainging. We wene .introduced by the new head
of the church music prognam at WCC, Ronald

Anatt (who is also cuwently the President
of the Amenican Guild of Onganists - a
Penson of Condequence.) We discovened that
ﬂueeoﬁmiudmudedd.ﬁm&ytmia

various posts: TIneme at St.James, MNVC,

MHHMMWWIKM
ampton. 1 felt a photograph was in onden.

M'Mum.qmtaz foy

An the fanmhouse home of Mank £
Nancy Hull whene they and thein 3 children
made me feel 40 at home with exquisite
cuisine and a nice wawum bed. The wonkshop
wend very well indeed - lLange gathening of
Vermont choinmastens, and some clengy, who
entened into zthe 4&pinit of the day with
great enthusiasm. This, coupled with zthe
beautiful VT countnyside (nathen Like Devon)
with Little hills evenywhene, and uillages
and Stneams nestling between ... this made
my 24 hours there veny special.

On my netwwn home 1 found a packet from John
Scott - choinmasten of St.Paul's London. He
had sent me a cassette of his choin singing
Yictorian Evening Canticles - TOTALLY GLOR-
IOUS! And with this gigt came a Letten in
which he Zofd me that he had fust nevised
ﬁt&StM'&cﬁmtbookmﬁwMedunzaﬁ
mine - dung fo psalm 141, T was thuilled and
felt that 1 had ginally made it!

Febuany

The enthusiasm shoum by Trinily delk is
sometimes almost morne than 1 can sfand. At

Feeg
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the Februany meeting of the Choins' Steening
Cormittee (a #lexible body of 4ingens and
panents) no fewer than 17 intenested members
wene present. No wonder Things Get Done
anound hene!

Received a fetter from Sin David Willcocks
[in nesponse o one 1 had sent Lw weeks
previously in which T invited him to conduct
a private neheansal of the Princeton Singens
Anmediately bedone thein August foun of
English Cathedrals) - he said a most gracious
Hy-ﬁ!"

For some Lime it had been grnowing on me that
1 should make a new WilE, and 40 on 12th 1
Lyped out the finst draft: this was a spinit-

ual expenience, for not only was 1 Zelling |

nyatecutmuuhattodam:ﬂmybo@ujwnI
had {inished with it, but also, in
bequests, 1 nealized that the Zhings 1 ouwmed
wene not wholly mine - they wene fust passing
thnough my hands for a few yeans, and would
go fo my neanest and deanest fon them Zo
Love for a few yeans until thein oum Lime
came. Lo pass them on to yel anothen genen-
ation. Also it was fun Lo do, for there was
a fange element of "Chuistmassy giving of
pmsmta" ves "Now, T wonden who would Like
. 0f counse...!"

ImdmmﬁtyImmedﬂutIhadgtma
tenth of my possessions o chanities. The
next day, in my Bible neading 1 nead "Adten
you enten the fLand T am giuing you... present that
{o the LORD... a Zenth..! (Numbens ch.15)
WOWEE!

Saw "Hope and Glony" - a §ilm about a 10-yean
old boy in England duning the 2nd world war.
Icamd_hmdtymmny excitement- fon

Wmmm&mmmmm
shelten at schoof was the same as the
one T had to go doum - when I saw him

collecting shuapnel aften a naid and showing

suddenly nealized hat 1 STILL HAD my
shrapnel and buttons in my desk at home!

Popped up to Bugfalo, NV, Zo Lead anothen 2-
dayumfz&hopantmc}ung!udaia&ght-m

plus "Commmicating the Gospel fo children"
- something T feel fainfy stnongly about.This
uas anothen glonious time - being hosted by
Manifyn Comnelius and enjoying a good Lime

ovgmist of Buffalo
Cathedral - a veny Live wine in things
musical in the USA.

with Buwce Nesuvick,

The next day 1 ook Tninity's MBS choin o
sing momnming senvice at St.James, Madison
Avenue, NVC. It was wondenful Zo work again
with Tnene WilLis - who bubbled oven with
wgmm-mmme
anything wans amiss with hen so 4sinwong
was hen will and foyous hen spinil. Our
combined choins brought doun the noof several
Limes duning that senvice - not Least
durning Parry's "1 was glad" which 1 conduct-
ed whilst Tnene played, frnom one console,
both the East AND West ongans at full and
menry blast!
Manch

Call fnom the New Jensey June Opena: they
ane presenting Buitien's "Midsummen Night's

adémmwﬂmm%hadqwmmm%_w in the sprning and would Like Zen




dupa boys o &ing the boys' parts thenein.
Could Trinily oblige? Most centainly!

Tninity's Amwal Rumage Sale has Lo be
expenienced to be believed. 1t takes a Zeam
o4 dedicated fadies and men a whole year o
prepane,and it gives a focus of increasingly
intense activity fo the unole parnish as the
Great Day draws neanen. The choins paniici-
pate {ully in all this, providing food and
drink 2o the customens who begin gatherning
by 5.0 am. Some supa (ns can be found
thenein: 1 bought 27 books fon $6.00 -
ineluding a ginst edilion (in puistine
condition) of Boawells' 'london Jowwal',
The sale naised $28,000.00. Not bad!

‘Proognead "0 Rest in the Lond" (which was
laten 1o sefl over 12,000 copies in

only four months!) and "A Prayen for Church
Musicians” which 1 had composed o mank
Trene Willis's yearns of inspined senvice o
Tninity's music - she shared my foy Zhat
then' anthem was o be pubfished.

April

The next day Bob Whlken anmived fo &tay for
a few days. Bob had been a pupil of mine at
Nonthampion and has &ince blossomed in the
publishing wordd - his many compositions ane
published excfusively by Novellos, and he
brought me a neconding of the {inst pengorm-
ance of his finst sunphony, given unden
Andrne Previn, necently, in Exeter Cathedral.

1¢ was fascinating Lo see him nespond o his
aun nusic. "That's a pernfect cadence that
goes wrong on purpose!" He fold me, MOST
genenously, that he tells his students ai
the London College of Music Zhat al one of
the Lessons 1 gave him (when 1 explained Zo
him the significance of the Leading note)
"Suddenly 1 undenstood what muic wad!" WOW!
The PrinceZon Singens gave yet anothen
concerd in Philadelfphia whene we wene given
a slanding ovation: encowraging, as much of
the music we sang there would be included

in our fonthcoming England Zour. 6

Began annanging Bach's "Flochs in Pastunes
Green" for S.A.B. choin and eady ongan, and
a couple of days faten sent it to Flanmen.

May

Telephone call from Jeam Anne Shadferman at
Flamern o say that on h
moment was a Letten o
arnrnange "Flocks" forn S.A.B. and easy
but she hadn't mailed it!

Final class at GWCC dor the "Haw fo teach
Rids..." (Inene was in hospital again). We
had a marvellous time with the grad students
Looking on as Frauke Haasemann and 1 did owr
bit in Leading the children who had been
fought by the students fon the fast ten
wg.efz&. I had wnitten a 4-pant canon fon the
k,fda{ Ancorporating clapping as well as
&inging - and THEY READ TT stnaight od! The
students and T wene thuilled by this, fon 1t
Really lonks!

June

The next day my 'lodgen', BULL Gortom, who
48 veny handy arnound the house, dug a drain-
age nench for me in my back yard (= Amenican
fon 'ganden'), 1'd had problems wheneven it
rained heavily - the water had neanly come
into the house - but, a couple of days Laten
AL nained veny heavily, and the drain wonked!

The day following we had the final suppen of
the season fon the choin of Men, Boys £
Ginks. This was a most glonious occasion: a
numben of dedicated panents had decorated
the chunch hatl - the tables had candles and
glowens on and 150 people came - bringing
good, drink and much great {ellowship. 1
made my customany brief 4speech (no more than
hal{ an hour) thanking evenyone for all they
had done 2o help fomvard the choin program
that yean - many wondenful achievements and
many people to mention. Then 1 sat doum 2o




mmmaﬁmcﬁmm
commitiee, Pegi Stengel, 1o say hen say. She
daid, "John, stand up!"™ "Oh, oh" thought 1,
'ﬂlut'& coming now?" She continued,"Vou've
often fold us that the present you most
valfued when you Left Blackbuwmn was a centifi-
cate &igned by the chonistens of Blackbwin
Cathednal, and 40 we've decided o go one
betten." Wheneupon the head gink, Kim MeCrud
den, came on cavwying an ENORMOUS package,
34t by 24t - which T wwnapped, 1o reveal a
glonious collage of photographs of all Zhe
choin membens, autographed arnound the borden
and most beautifully framed. 1 was 4peech-
Less! Pegl then said, "Don't &Lt doum; we've
hmdﬂutuhmyougohmmﬁmeummg
you Like fo put youn feel up - 40 we've got
you anothen present." The head boy,William
Geongandas, came on with a squane box,
beautifully wrapped. "Ah," thought 1, it's a
footstool - how nice!™ But when 1 wwwapped
At T discoverned, o my greatest foy, that it
uns a VCR - something 1've fLong wanted. Not
ondy was 1 speechless, but also not a Little
ovencome! Pegl then said, "Don't go. We've
heand that youn Zefeuvision neception isn'i
much good, &40 we've decided o gix zhat,
foo!" and thnee of the teens came on with
the most enowmous TV set. 1 just didn't know
whene o put myself! VYou will nealize,
gentle neaden, fust what a wondenfuf place
Puinceton is o be - what a privilege it is
to work with such Afalented, fouing and
genenous people - Hallelujah!

The next day (you will realize that that was
quite a week!) Bwan Lamb amived o 4stay
for the weekend. Buyan is a friend of Long
sanding - fomen senion ofd chonisten of
Antelligence. He had come oven fo talk with
his opposite mmbens in Ukshington, and it
gave me great delight fo introduce him 2o
mwny of my Puinceton frniends, o have him
4ing with the choin on Sunday, AND o show
him my "Puinceton Chonistens' Picture" —he'a?_,

Two

hotding the Blackbumn c-.mﬁ.ymtz!
precious dociments and one very 4pecial
friond.

That same day cousin Sheila calfed {rom
England o say that hen husband , Dick, had
had a heant aitack and was in hospital.
Fortunately we discovened faten that it was
not foo sendious, but it did mean that Dick
has to take it eady fon a few months. 1
Looked fomand to staying with them for a
while in August.

The next day (and this is the end of the
non-4top events) my awangement of "0 Rest
An the Lond" was published.

Six days Laten 1 heand fnom anothen publishen
that they had accepted my setiing of "God of
Guace". Great! And the same day (here we go
again!) Mwnay and Hazef Somenvilfe awived
with thein Boychoin #rom Flonida (Zouring
the East Coast). Again, veny dean friends
with whom 1 have stayed a number of Limes.
It uns good 1o welcome them fo my home, and
1o show them my new TV & VCR (4ee oven).

I occwwied fo me that, having a WR and
dupa TV, haw good it would be fo do more
than fust take photoghaphs of the Princeton




L
Hazel £ Muway Somenville: TV £ VCR

Singers' upcoming touwn of England - why not
necond At visually - s0 1 sallied fonth o
an ENORMUS electnonics’ shop some 20 miles
auwy (on the advice of Pegi Stengef] and
bought myself zhe most supa video camena
which can do everything, except fry eggs. 1
felt well set and tnied it out the next day
at chunch when the Recton, Johmmy Crocken,
anmounced to the panish his netinement in 12
months' Time. That was an histonic, as well
as very sad, Time.

That same day (4ic] T went fo a performance
of Bultten's "Midsummen Night's Drneam" in
which ten of oun best boys wene &inging., It
uns SUPERB! T was twuilled grom begimning o
end and enowmously proud of owr fads who
exceffed at eveny fwwn in the most imagin-
ative production. The NEW YORK TIMES wuofte,
"I have neven 4een the [boys pants] mone
winningly played on heand Thein music betten
sung" .Gosh!

The next day (4ic aic) 1 went for a foun-day
confenence of the Association of Anglican
Musicians [AAM] at Vafe - (L.e. the Amenican
Cathednal Onganists' Associalion). Here we
wene negafed by a phantastique ongan necital
by Thomas Thottexr, fonmen ongan schofan of
King's, Cambridge, which buwught donm the
house - T've never 4een or heand playing
Like it. We heand an inspirning addness given

8

by Geoffrey Routhowne, Sugfragen Bishop of
Comecticut - he, also, was a Cambridge man.
And the Zhind supa thing that week wns a
concent by my Puincefon Singens. Modesty
almost fonbids me to tell of the amzing
nedponse of the AAM membens who 'came at us'
An an incredible way duning that neven-to-be
forgotten hour. Afterwands a number of them
daid That we wene one of ithe veny {inest
choins in the USA, and the incoming President
of MM, Ben Hutlo, said, "Singing doesn't
come any bedten than that!™ We were euphonic
for a LONG Zime agterwands!

The gollawing week 1 flaw 1,000 mifes south
Lo Houston (again) for anothen congerence -
the Amenican Guild of Onganists' biennial
gathening. 1,500 onganists wene there - we
wene afinacted by a supa spread of talent -
Ancluding Banny Rose, who gave a couple of
Andpining takbks on chointraining (he'd fust
been appointed onganist of St.Alban's Abbey
whilst nefaining his dinectornship of nelig-

Adous music at the BEC.)

King's choin, Cambridge was thene under the
delicate Leadenship of Stephen Cleobuny. |
They wene a dream, We had one special outing
- {0 a Reak Rodeo. As T was &fanding in Line
("queueing”) 2o get on one of the coaches 1
heand a {amilian voice behind me ing,
"John!" Tt was Stephen, all by himself - so
1 had the great delight of his company at
that ' event (we discovened that
honses don't buck at these agfains because
they'ne wild, but because zhey're danned
uncomfy - Zhey have a beft dwam Lightly
nound a veny delicate pant of thein anatomy
and ane Puing fo get nid of At. You'd do
the same!) Howeven the evening began with a
gneat feast of Southenn food senved on Long
tables - into which we all tucked gneedily.
A couple of onganists sitting opposite us
wene weaning stetsons. 1 asked if we could
bownow them for a moment. Yes! —
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The following week 1 flew Lo Nonth Canolina
o dinect a week's RSCM cowse for choin-

ginks. That uwas a most beautiful expenience,
fon the ginks sang and behaved Like angels,
the food was supa, the accommodation (in Log
cabins in woodfand nound an enonmous Lake) -
was most comfortable, and the sfaff, Led by
Brenda Punidd, was efficiency itself. Euphon-
dia again nuled. The week was mde even
happien by having three Trinity ginks thene,
Ancfuding Pegi Stengel's daughten, Brooke,
and also Nancy Hull, f{rom Vewmont |, (see
Januany) .

1 spent a most delightful weekend in Penn-
sylvania at the summen netrneat house of the
Officens' Christian F% Led by
Genenal Buckingham, e 4w dean
Wm,thmm
staying. (Mike 18 assistant secnelany of the
Officens' Christian Union - 2he English
equivalent), Hene 1 experienced the most
beautifut Chrnistian fellowship with militany
families who wene vacationing thene, "midst
nolling hills, and pretty intense dedication
from Zeenagens (who wene doing Zhe cleaning
wonk) upwands. At breakfast one monning 1
asked a Colonek who was &iLting opposite me
when the Chnuistian {aith become a neality
for him. He stanted To Zell me, and aften
about a minute he stopped Zalking and 1

ufucthdadm-ankaImﬂmHEAd“‘

coubd see Zhat he was Tnying not to bunst
Anto teans, so0 meaningful was his Christian
experience! T heand anothen Colonel tell of
his expeniences: at one Lime he was on a
Aix-week Toun of duty in the Actic, and was
unable 2o unsh, Ham.ﬂw:ﬂmbaﬂthahad
at the and of that period was unhe.&mbtz
"out that was '
had when T met the Living
me through and tvough. He has completely
tnansgormed my mvwiage and 1 camnot even
nemenben what was in Zthe poww magazines
That
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clingham, tht (ke W., Dan Gleed, JB |
deay&aﬁtm!ma&medﬁ&mﬁmﬂt?
weekend, Sin David Willcocks, §ormen conduct-
o of King's College choin, Cambridge, came
.IafmdnyMatonSu:gmﬁmameouA




At the veny end of the month my "Prayen fon
Church Musicians”, dedicated 1o Inene
Willis, was published. T sent hen the finst
copy - 4he uas in hospital in much pain,

Denek & Manilyn Cromplon had annanged hosp-
tality fon all the Singens in the homes of
Blackburn mutual grniends. (Denek was one of
my §inst nav choinboys when 1 finst became
oganisl of Blackbwwn Cathedral way back in

Aigust 1964!) Many warm Znans-Atlantic fniendships
What can 1 say about the Princeton Singens' 4P'@ng up duning those foun happy days.

Tour of Cathednals and parnish chunches? 1
could double the Rength of his Newsfetter

At Livenpoof Cathedral [befow], Ian Thacey
Af T Zold even half of the glories and fLove L

uns the perfect host and supenb accompanist.

that were showened upon us grom eveny comnen: He tofd us that oun singing was MICH more
exciting than a Rofls Royce - "more Like a

At Blackbww Cathedral we nan out of Porsche!" - and that we wene Amenica's answen

and extra chains had Zo be brought in, and Zo the Tallis Schofars and the '18'. GOW!

Zhe enthusiasm of so mny of my dean niends

grom my Blackbuwn yeans engulfed us. And we
Sang Christophen's and Noel's canols, and
both fads were thene Zo take baws after
thein canols, Several of the Singens asked

AL Chichesten Cathednal, whene we sang daily
seavices, we revelled in the glonies of the
Anglican heritage and visited some of zhe
Supa places anound - notably the Weald and

for Zhein autographs!
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ancient houses in thein oniginal condition;
I was amzed how primitively my ancestons
had Lived -no glass in the windows and a
| hole in the noof fo Let the smoke out grom
| the 4ine uhich was placed in the middle of
' the floon. T centainly had a new penspective
- on auld thatched cottages!) 1t was also the
- greatest possible delight o meet Michael £
Donothy Darnke again - Michaef being Hanold
("In the bleak miduvinten"|Danke's son -
"HED" having faught me the ongan at the RCM
‘many yearns ago. It was a panticular foy Lo
spend an evening in thein Aidyllic coftage
‘which realfy did 'mestle' in the depths of
' the Sussex countnyside. Thene 1 met thein
nephew, Andrew Danke, who used fo 4ing in
.my Blackbuwn Bach Choin - he happened o be
_'pabwzgﬂuough'#uzmw}tg.

Uk gave a concent in St.Many's Chunch,Shone-
 ham (AD 1103) where T began my musical caneen
1aaacha£aﬁoyat.ﬂmageal§ 8. This came
\about because cousin Sheila was Living with
\ub at that time (with hen ouwn family - it
(s wanlime and hen fathen was in the army).

|She it uns who {inst ook me Zo St.Many's
]M— from which evenything else followed-
choinboy, young organist, college, univens-
iy and exciling caneen in church nusic
which has taken me anound the wornld. T was
ﬂmﬂadw beyond measune that Sheila, with

, Dick ( who, happily, was necovering
grnom his heant attack - see 'June') wene
Zhene whene it all began for me 49 yeans befone.

What brought my whole Life Zogether (uhich
had previously been divided by the Atfantic)
was being with cousin Sheila as she Talked
with John Sully £ Kathy Rohnen,(see Jan),
two of my deanest Amenican friends and
co-foundens of zZhe Singens. Evenything
clicked for me at that moment and &ince
then my English and Amenican ELives have
become a unity.

John Sutly, Kathy Rohner, JB & cousin Sheila

standing, anvanged owr hospitalily; one of
the most glonious moments of the tour was a
happy half hour on the church towen zthe
gollowing mowning from where we enjoyed
supenb views of the sea and the South Douns
which wene nothing Less than idyllic. Those
bried 24 houns in Shoreham were made complete
for me by the vote of thanks aften the
concent which uns given by zhe vicar of
Shoneham Beach Chunch, Colin Blagg,for 1 had
been onganist of that tiny chunch oven 40
yeans ago whilst sTLL a schoolboy. Nostalgia
came. in bucketsful!

Going even funthen back (if that wene pos-
sible!) - we gave a concent in Beansted
Panish Chunch, nean Cantenbuny, for 1 was
bown in Beansted (when the wonld was nuch
youngen) - a pictune-book English village
with a village gneen whene cricket had been
Awented, suwwvounded by histonic houses
going back fo the 13th centuny, and a beauti-
ful ofd panish chunch, which has a 4Supa
choin dinected by Trevor Webb. Trevor and
Marnion had ananged oun hospitality in choin
membens' homes, and that uns a beautiful
Lime.

But the mpst amzing houn came when 1 was
taking a photognaph of the house where T ums

Mewyn & Gladys Daw, griends of MANV yeand  ponp, When T Lowened my camena 1 discovened




a mn Leaning on the gate fLooking at me; he

said "Can 1 help wou?" (which means '"What
are you doing? - go away!") 1 ésaid, "Oh, 1
uas bown in this house." He hesitated for a
moment and then said, "Oh, come in!" So in I
wend, accompanied by Trevor and Manion (who
had driven me thene) and we enjoyed a most
hapoy tea on the patio at the back of the
house with its present awmens, Reg £ Am
Quinett. And if zhat wenen't enough, Rey
Zelephoned a neighbour, Noa Williams, who
had Lived thene all her Life and said, kbm
do you nememben a family called Bentalot?...

welf come ovex and have some tea!" Nora knaw
my newly-mowvied panents when they finst
moved indo this, thein {inst home, 59 yeans
ago. What an hour that was!

Our foun ended with a privileged and glo-
nious weekend singing senvices Ain St.George's
Chapel, WWindson Castle, whene we were gra-
clously recelved by the onganist, Christophes.
Robinson, whom 1've knoun for 35 yeand, and
by the Succentor, Siephen Jones, who 4san
ine priest's nusic most beautifully. Ofd
grlends grom s0 muy places came o see me
that unfongettable weekend, and zthe Zoun
mdedwcﬂtamdumm&o&&ngm quests
and nelations,including cousind Joan &
Ltavellyn {rom London, when the Singens
predented to me, among othen presents, wit
2o 2oy cans - a ROLLS ROYCE and a PORSCHE!

ex-Singens' President Astrid Canuso £ Pmdche
Presddent Enic Swantzentnuben.
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Aften the Toun 1 stayed for a night with
Wing Cdv.Dan £ Vicki Gleed (see Jufy) in
thein home at RAF Brize Nondon. They gave me
a most gracious domen and Anvited, a4
dunpride guests, Son.ldr.Mike £ Pat Ghmuwod
Healutyagmujﬂutmamneuwnaﬁ
Chuistian f§rniends. The next mowing Dan
drove me Lo his command on the Station
(agten Looking unden his can for IRA bombs -
what an age we Live in!) Dan gave me a
guided Toun of his HQ - the Air Traffic
Control Cenine - a Long dank noom f{illed
with TV monitons showing all aircragt in
§light oven BEngland - Zotally fascinating!
And, if Zhat wenen't enough, he drwove me
afongﬂmmugdinecﬂyb&hﬂdmaim&t
which had fust fanded. Oh, that 1 had had
the §reedom to photograph THAT!

...But on the fast day of my vacation, when
saying with cousins Rick £ Sheila, 1 ne-
ceived a Zelephone call {rom Princefon:
Inene Willis had fust died. ﬂmmfﬁataad
stifl. T netwmned to Princeton o fead the
music for a glonious senvice,.in Trninily, of
thanksgiving for a Life of a Chnistian whose |
enengy, gifts and ovenflowing Love hadl
nansfomed everyone she touched a Litile
mone into the Likeness of zthein Savioun. 80
dingens, who came gfrnom as for auwny as lsh- |
Angton DC, fonmed the &upenb choin. Wd|
&mﬁhadmmedmmﬂmﬁmmdm--
vmewhzaccmmmed-ﬁmchmnm&w
sang the anthem which 1 had composed ﬁm
Inene 18 months eanfien: |
0 GOD, UHOM SAINTS AND ANGELS DELIGHT TO
WORSHIP IN HEAVEN; BE EVER PRESENT WITH YOUR
SERVANTS WHO SEEK THROUGH ART AND MUSIC TO
PERFECT THE PRAISES OFFERED BY VOUR PEOPLE
ON EARTH; AND GRANT TO THEM EVEN NOW GLIMPSES
OF YOUR BEALUTY, AND MAKE THEM WORTHY AT
LENGTH TO BEHOLD 1T UMWEILED FOR EVERMORE;
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN.

That beauty Tnene behofds in fulfest measure.

ET John Bertalot
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